E-mail sent on behalf of Sheena Morrison
Head of Practice Audit / Children and Families, Social Work Services
 

As Head of Practice Audit / Children and Families for Social Work Services I fully recognise that the delivery of high quality services that meet the needs of individuals requires the Council and provider organisations to work together effectively. That means amongst other things:  

 

where appropriate, involving providers in the development of local and City-wide strategy;

 

reviewing whether our approach to contract negotiations can be improved upon to support overall relationships; and,

 

working with providers to establish a healthy independent provider ‘market’, comprising a balanced spread of voluntary and private providers across care groups and geographical areas within the City.

 

Glasgow City Council is committed to working closely with the independent care sector to develop this agenda and has provided funding to both the Glasgow Children’s Services Providers Forum (GCSPF) and Glasgow Community Care Providers Forum (GCCSPF) in support of these aims. 

 

The two providers forums GCSPF and GCCSPF have decided to join forces and negotiations to conclude merger arrangements are nearing conclusion, this will result in the establishment of the Glasgow Social Care Providers Forum (GSCPF) and the target date for implementation is 0ctober 08. The new organisation will reflect the previous governance arrangements of the GCCSPF and there will be representation of Children’s Provider organisations on the new Board. Further information will be circulated by GSCPF to providers in due course. I am confident that the new forum will build on the strengths and experience gained to date and will provide increased benefits to both provider organisations and to the Council, by acting as an effective conduit and advocate for provider issues across care sectors. From the Council’s perspective, having a single route into the provider sector also brings significant benefits and we will continue to place priority on our relationship with the GSCPF.  

 

I am writing to you as a provider of care and support services to children and families to impress upon you the value of GSCPF and to encourage your organisation to join the new forum and become an active participant in developing the social care agenda in Glasgow.
 

The aims of GSCPF are to identify, protect and represent the views and interests of the independent sector at a strategic level with key partners in Glasgow.  In becoming a member you will gain essential contacts, information and invitations to attend meetings with key decision makers from Education and Social Work Services and local Community Health and Care Partnerships (CHCPs). 

 

The GCSPF and GCCPF are holding a joint event on Thursday 28th August for Children’s Services providers. The aim is to encourage involvement in the new forum, provide an update on the progress to date re-merger discussions and to seek providers’ initial views regarding the priorities for Children and Families for GSCPF.

Please find attached information regarding this event, which I would actively encourage you to attend to find out more about the forum and how you can help influence strategic developments in Glasgow. Please note confirmation of attendance at the event should be sent to Charlie@gccpf.org.uk
Best Wishes

Sheena Morrison
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